
From the first magnetic cue ball separators pioneered by Valley in the mid-1960’s, 

cue balls have evolved.  As players have demanded a cue ball that plays better, the 

result is metal—and as a result, weight—has been removed from the cue ball.  The 

side-effect is that separation has become a bigger challenge than ever. The table’s 

magnet holder is susceptible to small movements and even changes in humidity—

and with newer cue balls having less metal content than ever, it takes only a little 

change to have a big effect on separation.   

Keeping it separate 
All about the cue ball separator 

The first thing to check is the simplest – make sure your magnetic cue 

balls haven’t been switched with cheap replacements.  Your cue balls 

should ideally have the green Valley Cougar logo on them (part # 

20900045, seen to the lower right), or a green “S”.  Otherwise, use a 

good, strong magnet to verify that the cue ball reacts.  “People” going 

bad happens more often than a magnet or separator going bad. 

The Valley Cue Ball Separator Assembly—Part # P990200150 
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The Valley magnet holder can be accessed through the ball view 

door, and is held in place by a single bolt through its center.  

Some minor adjustment is possible, but major adjustment of the 

magnet holder is not advisable, and will cause more problems 

than it solves.  Nearly any Valley magnet problem can be solved with these adjust-

ment instructions: Use a 7/16” wrench to loosen the magnet holder bolt, align the 

holder evenly with the separator base, and tighten the bolt. This should keep your 

cue ball “making a right turn” on a consistent basis.   

 

The Dynamo magnet holder is not adjustable, but can be removed with a Phillips 

screwdriver if the magnet requires replacement.   

 

On rare occasions a magnet may be installed with the negative side facing out-

wards.  This will still separate the cue ball most of the time, but not always.  To 

check this, simply touch your wrench or a small bolt to the magnet 

holder.  If it sticks to the center, all is correct; but if it pulls to the top 

or bottom of the holder, the magnet will probably need to be re-

moved and properly oriented by turning it 180 degrees.  The posi-

tive side should face the cue balls to keep them making a right turn.  

OTHER ADJUSTMENTS: NONE 
Although over time the Short Rail and Long Rail will begin to wear, their position is 

fixed.  They are not adjustable and you probably should not attempt to adjust them.  

Replace if they are worn or for separation problems on older tables where magnet 

adjustment does not seem to help (and here’s a secret: they are not all that expensive) 
 

The Ball Shunt matters mainly if you are using an oversized cue ball.  On older ta-

bles, the Ball Shunt had oval holes that allowed for some up-and-down attachment, 

but new Ball Shunts have circular holes and will be fixed in place once installed.  As 

with the Rails, you probably should not attempt to adjust this piece. 
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